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1 he Publiſher to  cheReadke:.| 


pro wh . Sermon {5 now-pablifhed, it belng len 
ask, this l pow-pullifhet, , 
17 . 75 „Tir two great End, I had in in ns fu | 
"The 22 of GOD's People, 9 bo endeavour to keep His Ways, 
2ly. The Conviction of ſuch, 4s walk in forbidden Paths; in. which 
they cannot e xh to find Pence, Ia. 77 8. 1 

Tho? there | 8 mam HOW Sermons publiſh'd ; yet ſcarce am of them 
_bpjdence ſo: much Zeal, by 4 free * aithful pleading for Truth and 
Reformation, as this : The Author being en Eminent 7 afch. Man, 
1 op Zion's Match Toer, | Ezek. 33. 8. Jer. 23, 22. J did £24 
oppoſe 2. the Errors and Defections of his Dq, which, alas ! ! pre 
= at. ts Day, with little, or no Oppoſition... 
This Sermon was a Word fth ſpoken, with Application:to the Laa 
of that Time, L Prelacy ] which at this Time hat abe Aſcendaut. I 
wot only proves Prelacy, 4 Iddl. of the Under flanding ; but faith 
folly warns ll the LORD's People, te haften their Eſcape om * 
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n their 
pp to al 
d thi 
hich 1 
ted, t 
d then 
dued tc 


ow; lait they ſoare in the Plagaes of Idelaters,{ Jets 51.6 gat. 
Fe & » » 
ot the 255 Seriptares, and this Sermon, do condemn Prela Dark? 
Jo ſbe 7 A were ſolemnly ſworn to extirpate Prelacy, aud all Super 445 
ftition, c. Wi need therefore, by this, or the like Serwon, .to be ; 


in Mind exvents to, and horrid Breach of Covenant wil, 
GOD, » ave ſo flighted, that GOD, in holy . Faſtice, * 
made our — pat e Puniſhment, 
"This e by 1 5 ary Conſequence, . 
traliey, and countving at Prelacy, in the Mini ſters of 
' this Day, I lamentable, That th 7 lou 22 
| Demands of the Propag ators 'Prelacy 
detain aſi what, this Ambaſ Wop * CHRIST, 
cording 10 Commiſſion declar'd, 1 Kare aa 


ch we 


oat of 
oat of 
c. 


T is & wonderful Thing, that the LORD ſhould by his Spirit ſtrive fo 
long, and yet not give up with a People, ſo wicked as this People was 
this People had corrupted the Worſhip of GOD, had turned out allthe 

ORD's heneft Servants, and ſet debauch'd wicked Men of their own Stamp 

n their Rooms, perſecuted every truly Godly Man, and given themſelves 

pp to all Manner of Sins, both againſt the firſt'8 ſecond Table and had reje- 
d the L of GOD, and continued obſtinate againſt all the Means, by 

hich thELORD uſed to reclaim them: and now wher'it might been expe- 

Red, that the LORD ſhould have given up with them, and utterly deſtroy- 

d them; be not only ſpared them, nor ftirred up all his Wrath, but conti- 
pued to ſend Prophet after Prophet, and Meſſengers in Abundance, to teſti- 
againſt them.; and in this, left not himſelf without a Witneſs, 2 Cron.'F6, 

4, 15, 36. So that there were few Places of the Land, that were left in the 

Dark. We ſee this Wonder continued even with our ſelves , few Places in 

the Land, but GOD hath ſome way or other, given ſo much Light, 28 ſhall 

leave Folk'Without Excuſe, in the day of their Compt and Reckoning with 

500; and this Country of Murray more than others; fo that it ſhall be 

more tollerable in the Day of Judgment, for the Places, where there is not an 

honeſt Miniſter to be found, than for this country; and tho' new, in à ſort, 

t is exalted to Heaven, yet hall it be brought down to Hell, if the Goſpel 

dave not other Fruits among you, than yet it has had. . | 

Here in the Words read, there are three Things, Fiyſt. Ye have 60D. 

Controverſy with this People, and that is, their corrupting bf the Worbip of 

OD, ert heir Idolatry. Secondly. Ie have « Duty enjoined te the faithful 

oneft Profeſer: dat that time, that were indeed G0 D' People, and had re- 

cei ved Mersy (for ſo much do theſe Words Ammi,"Rubamah, in the Origi- 
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nal ſigniſie I und that is, That they oui plead with their Mother, that is, 
the apoFFate Body of the Church, both Rulers und People, Thirdly, There 5s 
Something of Merey, and Judgment coming in by Turns Mercy,'"in 4 
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GO Dhhould vet have them pleaded 6-3-1 that they were yet inCaparrty,to di 
that which might make up their Breaches;,, Put away your Adulteries: And 
there is Judgment in this,Thet be diſowned them. as bizPeople,that be would flay 
them with Thirſt, and that be would not have Mercy om their Children, and 
. reckoned them, as Children of Whoredom, 2. H:ſ. trom the 1. verſe tothe 14. 
From the firſt I obſerva this Note, That he Profeſſors of the "file Cheiichy 
ane much inclined to the ſin of . or corrupting of the Wop 7 * 
Look to the Church before, and after the Flood, how foon did Idolakry 
creep in, and to ho. great a height did it come, and how Univerſal 
did it become, and how long did it continue“ how did the Lord's own 
People in Egypt follow the Idolatrous Courſes of the Egyptians, Exel. gz. 
3. and 20. 7. There the Breaſts were preſt : Look alonys unto the Captivi. 
ty, how readly did they corrupt the Worſhip of Go.; ſo that in Elijah's 
Time, he thought there was none that bowed not the knee to aa and thut 
they continued, ſay the Lord what he pleaſed, till they were deſtroyed. 
Look after CHRIS T's Time, and the Apoſtles Time, tho' ſomething of it 
was in their own time of their Meats, Waſhings, and Voluntary Worſhip- 
ping of Angels, Col. 3. 23. See how Religion was defiled with Mens In- 
ventions by degrees, till the Subſtance was loſt ac laſt, and the great Anti- 
chriſt got up. Let us but look among our ſelves, what a great tir ſince 
the Reformation, about altering the Government of Chriſt's Church, and 
Introducing of Ceremonies z, and I will give you theſe five Reafons why 
People are ſo apt to corrupt the Worſhip of GOD! un weng 

1. Men deſire to be Neighbour like, and the whole World is given up 
to this fin, by any other fin in the World: Hence ſays the Fews, Give u 
a. King after the manner of the Nations. Exel. 20. 32, We will be as the 
Heathen, as the Families of the Countreys toſerye Wood, and Stone: This 
it was, that ſo much inclined the Jews before the Captivity, to this: ſin of 
Idolatry, the whole Land about them, did thus Worſhip. Men Naturally 
deſire not to be ſingular: Why is Prelacy brought into the Church, and 
Officers, not of GOD's appointment, thruſt into GOD's Houſe ? It's ſo 
in the Nations, it's ſo in Pole, Spain, Ttaly, and moſt of France, and Swe: 
den, Why do ſo many comply with this amongſt us, and go to the Kirk, 
and ſo bow down before the Golden Image, the King hath, made? The 
Reaſon is, they ſee the Multitude, and generality do ſo, and they will, do 
as their Neighbours, and not follow a few Strict deſpiſed. Perſons ; but this 
in the day of your Account will not do yourTurnto ſxy,O0 Lord, all myNeigh« 
bours round about, and all the great Foik went to the Church, and therefore 1 
beboved to go. aer eme 
2. The ſecond Ground is from wicked carnal Policy, Men ſee it their In- 
tereſt, and conducing to their Worldly ſtanding, to follow ſuch a way, and 
therefore they will take it up. 1 King. 12. 35. Ye may ſee this plainly 
; in 
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BE | 4 3 * „ of BRIE I. 
Feroboam, Who, rebelled 0 uy Houſe of Rebebeam, he ſet up :? 
ofſhip that-was not according Yo GDD's: Will, changed the: Officers of 
D's Haende and the Place of Worſhip, and made a Feaſt according'to/, | 
own Heart, which berume- a Mare to the Houſe of rag! bt-ever and. 
und Years Now 
| | 


ſtandin arrell between GODang zbem for many h\ 
* do This Think. po. Wes it any Zeal? ao, bat ift 
) the People go to Feriſalem to ; Nay then will their Hearts return to 
tir own Ning, and 1 will he par from the Kingdom. And: therefore it is 
> much for you to go up to Fernfalemy bere be thy Gedi, quoth he, And 
us by corrupting the Worſhip of GOD, he thought togecure the Ring- 
mito himſelf: Hoy gomes that aur Kings are ſo great Stickler for Pre- 
ſor this Government of Man's Invention? Why, the cauſe is plain, it is 
ke King: that hath the Nomination of them, gives them their Charters 
gf Rents; and when he has any thing ado in Parliament againſt the Coun- 
y, be is ſure of fourteen Votes from his Creatures, who. will Sacrifice 
onour, aud Conſcience, and all to him: The Curats are countenanced by 
te Nobles, it's firſt the Kings will, and they will get leave to Drink, __ 
wear, and Whore, and never be reproved: They were reproved and 
ade Odious to be Strict Presbyterians, and lyable to the Cenſures of the 
urch ; and why do ſo many Moderat Men, who in their Conſciences 
now the Carats to be but naughty Graceleſs Men, hear them, and ſo 
WDuntenance them ? but this, it's the way to get Court, and to ſecure their 
Wtereſts. ; — | 
3 j Men are ſo much given to corrupt the'Worfhip of GOD, by adding 
eir own Inventions, in reſpe& of ſome Appearance of Conveniency, that is 
| thele Ways, above what they can fee in the Ways of GOD: GOD had 
| the People to worſhip, at the Door of the Tabernacle at Feruſalem; 
both Feroboam, This is inconvenient; lor ſuch Multitudes of People, to go 
far threerimesevery Year, and befides very hazardous; for our ill Neigh- 
>urs, that are round about us may come to our Houſes, when we are at Fe- · 
alem, and kill our Wives and Bairns,and rob ourHouſes;& poſſeſs them- 
Ives of them; and therefore will we worſhip GOD nearer hand, with a 
eat Dale more Conveniency, and leſs Hazard: Hence, the Will-worſhip, 
Wd carnal Frrventions of the Primative Times, had a ſhew of Wildom, and of 
umility, Col. 2.23. and proud Men will not partake of the Sacrament of 
ze FORD's Supper in that Poſture CHRIST did, viz. fitting or lying, but 
ill kneel. Why ſo ? It is not reverent to fit, while we are receiving ſo great 
Bleffing; this looks, and favours more of humility : And hence | have heard 
dme reaſon for Prelacy againſt the Presbyterian Government, thus, What 
poliſh unſuitable a thing is it, that a young raſh Man's Vote ſhould fignifie as 
ch in a'Synod, or Presbytery, 4s the 7 ote of the graveſt, godlieſt and the 
raft judicious Perſon in the any Indeed I confeſs, ſuch Miniſters as 
Ss AZ. . now 
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; now are ic) the Church, It were LI 2 at Vote ſhould ſignifie any thing frog 


all in the Church; and they have need of ſome grave Rulersz but did Men 4 
| — rus qualified according to GOD's Word, they might be able 46 qu 
ven Vote, roy =_ 
40. Men ore. apt to corrupt .GOD': Worſhip, by their vent, WL 0 
\, 49, Min, ore op to eorrap 2 2 


« of their Heart), and the eve that they have to theſe Inv 
It's no more nafural to the Orunkard, to luſt after his Cups, not the unclean 
Perſon, to,luſt after his Whore, nor'to the Worldling after. bis Pro. 
fit and Advantage, than it's for a carnal Heart, to have ſome Brat of it's-own, Mila: :/ 
foilted into the Worſhip of GOP; and hence they are ſaid to be. mad after Mie th 
their Idols, and inflamed with them, Dan. 3. Nebuchadyezzar will have the b 
raven Image to be 14 wag 20 under the pain of burning quick: Why? B:1 
t was the Image that the King ſet up: And hence we are deav'd with the on, a 
J 


2 } 
dut th 
44.10 | 


Noice of his Majeſty's Goyernment : Every Man loves to. ſerve GOD. after der 
hit own way. | | INCEc 


Fly. Ihe Simplicity of theGoſpel dith not ſuit,nor bulk with a ternal:groſs Con. ithi 
3 2 II. 3. V did the World chooſe. to worſhip GOD by Images ſhinec 
r N 7 Here wasSit, They could not in their Underſtanding apprebend an Me as 
Infiait, and Inviſible Godhead; their Minds wavered, and were, ſwallowed s at 
up and loſt here; and therefore to fix their Underſtandings, and to have fome Debat 
thing that would bulk to the carnal Eye, that's much, taken up with. a ſenſi- rirſt, 
ble Religion; they would make an Image of this GOD, that by. worſhipping of th: 


of it, they might hereby worſhip the true GOD: And hence alſo a World ao 
of Ceremonies are creept in the Worſhip ol GO: Some thing of Decen- · er ob: 
and Beauty; it's a glorious Thing to hear the Sound of Organs, to ſee . 
the reverend Prelates in their long white Sleeves; and hence we hear tell of ihe ca 
ſo many Heathens proſely ted tothe Popiſh Religion: Why, the poor Creatures * ere 
were much taken up in their carnal Fancies, with theſe outward Shows, and Weſt of 
Trinkets. It's not bulkſome in the Eye of carnal Reaſon, to ſee the Ames bre 
baffadort of CHRIST with equal Power, having a ſmall Livelyhaod, of ſe- GOD 
ven or eight hundred Merks a Tear: This Simplicity of the Goſpel is deſpi - Fort. 
led; and therefore-a Lordly pompuous Government, with outward.Glory, Mof the 
of Fourty or Fifty Thouſand Merks a Year, and taking Place of all the Sub: look 
jects of the Kingdom: O that's brave! | | 'F of GC 
Uſe. ls it ſo, That Idolatry, or corrupting of the Worſbip,of GON; 1s a Sis wic 

to which Man's Nature is very prone and inclined? Then it gives us Ground i flow, 
to fear that there is more [dolatry, and of this Sin among us, than we are well the fa 
aware of, and that this Prelacy draws deeper now at this Time than we dream. them, 
Remember, there is no Sin hath prevailed in all Ages ſo much, and among Wl ſpeak 

fo many Multitudes, as this fin; it would be a rare Thing, if it were. not ſo Wl Jerob 


now among usat this Time: Let all the LORD's People take heed to this. ut \ 


Beloyed, I do confeſs, this Point ( [think ) more conceros you, than many a feaf 


* 


yon think: There are many, hg will confeſs, There ba Reboot 09 : 

4 — the Land, and t lers i- wo Wickodneſa broke out, and the PMI of OC 

vhaemſelves, to have left much of thiir de but the Sin of Idvlatry to by + 

anf eben they think, Jt it not come te that yet; The Prolate i1 indeid © 
n Officer of Man's Invention; | 

, And ſume will go the Length to ay, Thay ought to be diſceumt anancads; 

bat they cannot ſuffer, nor believe, That the Charge fbould be ſummed up ſo far, 


4.to make all, that any way complies with them, and rec ti ves the Ordinances © 
ML: ir Hands, to be guilty of Idolatry ; The Ordinances.are yet pure; and 
£ = think it, .4 {= ge caſe with youy than it was. with the People of the Jews, 
bo they war shipped Baal. | 
c B-loved, Pe. tho' theſe many Years I have had ſo much convicti- 
Won, and light, as to refrain from hearing of the Curars, yet till of late did 
$1 gever think, that this (in did draw ſo deep, as now the Lord hath con- 
Winced.me it doth; [ muſt ingenuouſly,. acknowledge and declare, that 
ichia theſe few Manths, ſuch a prevailing Light from the Scripture hath 
Wſhiacd upon me, as to that matter, that Ido indeed believe the Lord to 
ee as much offended, at our r Curats by hearing of them, 
at the worſhipping of the Calves at and Bethel, | love not to 
oc bete much Would have you to take theſe Seven Conſiderations to heart. 
„ WF icſt, let us but compare our caſe with the caſe of the Viſible Church 
f the Jews at this Time, when this Prophet ſpoke to them. It's well 
1d aon, that this Whoredom, this Idolatry, he ſpeaks of, was the change that 
beam made in GOD's Worſnhip; where ye have a fourfold Corruption. 
. In that he did worſhip the lavifidle GOD by Images, two Calves, which 
ee cauſed ſet up. Secondly. That he did put out the Levites, who only 
were allowed by GOD, to ſerve in the Prieſt's Office; and did ſet up the baſ- 
eſt of the People to miniſter in their Stead, as our Rulers are now doing. 
Thirdly., That he did change the Place of Worſhip; from Feruſalem, where - 
GOD appointed it, to Dan, and Berbel, and other high places and Groves. 
= Foxrthly, That he appointed a Feaſt of his own invention like unto the Feaſt 
ot the Lord, all which ye have in the latter part of 12:chap- 1 King. Let us 
look to our ſelves, & ſee whether we have not likeways corrupted the Service 
p 7 of GOD, have we not ſet up an Officer in GOD's Houſe, to continue there, 
which CHRIST never ſettled nor appointed? and doth not all Ordinauces 
flow, principally from his Authority have we not like Jerobam thruſt out 
the faithful Servants. of CHRIST. out of Doors, and taken the Keys from 
them, and given them to a Sort of People, that CHREST. Diſcharged to 
ſpeak of his Covenant, or open their Mouths, as baſe every whit as theſe, 
"an ga made Prieſts unto the Lord, Men of no Conſcience, nor Honour, 
ut will comply with every thing wherein gain is to be had“ is there not 
a feaſt Day, and holy to be keept Yearly as the Sabbath is! and is th 


and the Curats ari little worth as ro their Pare © 


- 
- 
- 
- 
3 
* 
1 


. thought it, but the Lord, in point of guilt thought it all alike; and for my 
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taken away from God's Worſhip< and are there not things added” as necef 
lary parts of Worſhip, that God never burdened his people with? ſuch as 


Singing of the Doxojogy,repeating of the Creed, and Lords Prayer, and are 


not all theſe, Men's Inventions © and if not Idols of the Haads, yet Idols 
and works of the Underſtanding © and is not the Worſhip of GC'D thereby 
mixt & defiled* and what did all Jeroboam' fin amount to, but this the defil. 
ing of the Worſkip of GOD with Man's Inventions £ Secondly, That uch 
as did Worſhip Images in all Ages, did not fin, as to the Object of Wor-, 
ſhip, that is; that they did not ee intend the Worſhip to the 1 
mage, but unto the true GOD, that theſe Images, did repreſent, but did 
fin in the manner of Worſhip : The firſt Command did indeed direct us 
the Object of Worſhip, or ſhew us whom we ſhould Worſhip. The 
id Command doth direct and Command the right manner of worſhip- 
ng that Object, and doth forbid the 8 of him any other way 
than what is appointed by himſelf, in his Word, and doth forbid to wor- 
ſhip him by Images, becauſe that way of Worſhip, was the ordinary way 
by which Men did corrupt the Worſhip of GOD at that Time, and there- 
fore all other ways of corrupting the Worſhip, are by that forbidden, and 
condemned and hence ye find, that the Heathens when challenged for di- 


recting their worſhip to Images, did reply, it was not that Wood, nor 3 


Stone that they did worſhip, but the Inviſible GOD, repreſented.by that; 
and ſo did the Idolatrous Fews defend themſelves, Jo Morrow i a Sacri- 


Ace unto the LORD. Exod. ＋ And when Feroboam let up the Calves, 


he ſaid theſe be thy GODS which brought thee out of Egypt; nor can any 


imagine, they were ſo groſs, as to think theſe Calves, which the King 


cauſed make, did bring them out of Egypt: and in Ezra Time, the [dola- 
trous Fews profeſſed, they worſhiped and Sacrificed to the ſame GOD that 
Ezra did. worſhip; and to this day the Papi#Fs deny, that they worſhip the 


Image it ſelf, but thoſe whom the Images repreſent, So its clear, their fin ' 
was ,worſhipping the true GOD in an unlawtul way, or elſe the firſt and © 
ſecond Command were all one; it therefore we ſhall worſhip GOD in a 
way not appointed in his Word, we are guilty as well as they; and there- 


fore it will not looſe you, from the charge of [dolat:'y, to ſay, we worſhip 


the true GOD, for ſo did they pretend: It's true, the Spirit of God ſays, it 


was to Devils, they Sacrificed, but this ſays only what eſteemGod had of this 


worſhipping of him, that he would think of it, that he would reckon it as 


Sacrifice to the Devil, whatever they thought; for this is plain, Jai. 66, 
It's ſaid, he that killeth an Ox, is as if he had flain « Man: Now certainly 
theſe Idolaters did not, when they killed an Ox'ſlay a Man, much leſs 


that roficable way of. ex ndiag ofScri ture,commended to us, by theexam- 
plesef God's Prophets voy Servants of Old, now diſcharged by Law, ind 
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part, 1 f:ar that many,who D.y ↄtly go to the Church, 20d hear the Curates, 
hinking.that they Honour God thereby, will be reckoned, to worſhip 
the Drill. STE Tap 1 
| 3ly. That there are Idols of the Undeftan4ing. as well as Idols the Hand, 
I. 13. 2. That is, That not only doth the Work-man's Hand frame an l- 
ige by which he worſhips GOD, and in which he approaches unto GOD; 
dut likewiſe, the ido!atrous proud Mind, when it forgeth Ways and Inven- 
ions in the Service of GOD, to beautifie it, or 45 more convenient, it makes 
n Idol; and therefore, that humane Invention, of a conſtant, fixt* ordi- 
ary Officer ia the Houſe of GOD, with a Lordly Power above his Brethren, 
s an Idol; -tho' not of the Hand, yet of the Mind and Underftand, out of 
hich it is; forged; and ſo is any other Invention of Man in GOD's Service: 
Ind thus all humane [nventions, corrupting the Wor ſhip of GOD, are all 
amed. by the Name of Images, in the ſecond Command: It matters nat 
en, tho! ye do not worſhip-GOD by the Idol made with. the Hands, if ye 
rot ſhip him, by the Idols made by the UnderFFanding: lt was no 'great 
Matter, as to the Guilt of Idolatry, whether the Idol that was worſhipped, 
as made by a Smith, or Graver of Stone. or Silver, Gold, or whether it had 
he. Shape of a Man, or à Beaſt, all was Idolatry; lo it is no Matter, if ye 
orſhip GOD, by an unlawful Mean, or [dol, or Invention, whether that 
de the Work of the Hand, or of the Under ſt andirg, it's Idelatry. 
4ly. Conſider, That not only uch, who did ſet up, invent and authorize 
agaolatry, or an unlawful way of Worſhip, were guilty of Ido/nrry; but 
ach as in Obedience to that Command and Authority, did go alongs and 
| ny with that Worſhip, whether Officers or Common People : Mebu- 
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ing | -44nezzar only, nor Feroboam only did (in, in ſetting up the Golden age, 
fa. \ dr the two Calves; but a ſuch, as either for Fear, or any other End, did 
hat orſhip the Golden Image, or go to Dax and Bethel. and facrifice, were in 
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ke manner guilty thereof: And therefore, are the King and Rulers; and 
Biſhops and Curates not only guilty of Idelatry, but all, who joyn with them, 
n the unlawſul Worſhip, which proceeds from that unlawful Authority, 
hich is the Idol of Man's Underſtanding, and the Dagon, that is ſet up in- 
ead of the Ark of GOD, are likeways guilty. © n 
5h. Conſider, That vur coming to GOD's Houſe, with the Body of the 
people, to hear GOD's Word, is not only a Mean of Ediſic ation, but a Mat. 
eral Act of Worſhip, whereby we expreſs ſome Part of our Homage to him; 
N nd therefore it there be Idolatry, or any Thing of Humane Invention in that, 
s the Curate's Authority, by which he preaches, is, we worſhip GOD by 
Idols; our Worſhip. is corrupted, as well as when we ſet upan External J. 
age before us, when we pray and direct our Worſhip to that. : 
Gly... That however in the Times of Iguorance, GOD according to his long 
ſuffering Goodneſs, did wink at Sins o Worſhip, of Practice, yea, __ ar 
| rrors 
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Errors itt Hoctrine t603 rer whe ths LORD was pleaſed, to declare His 
Mind more clearly, as to theſe things, and to ſtir up his Servants, to teſti: 


+ ie againſt them, and ſo concern'd himſelf by his Providence, they come un- 
> another Conſideration , and are no ways to be tollerate: ' The Sin of ! 


latry was a Sin, that Rachel a Godly Woman, lived in for a while : How 
many of thEPatriarchs and the Godly King's lived in Polygamy, and had 
\* Cuncobines? When the Iſraelite lived in Egypt, they had Idols; yet were 
| ſuffered and born with, til] GOD declared his Mind more fully againſt that 
Sin, -and-then nothing but Severity. We would not now count them Chri 
ſtians, nor converſe with a: Man of ſuch Ways, if a*Man, even'after Chriſt | 
came in the Fleſh, believed on a' Meſſiah, tho he was not perſwaded, that 
this Aff ab was come already, he might be ſaved ; but when the LORD, | 
by his Word and Works declared, That he was already come, then exce 
ye believe, that I am he, ye cannot have Life in you. Joh 2 Epiſtle, Ms is the 
Antichrift, but he that denieth a Meſſiah, but he that denieth, he is come in 
the Fleſh already? This was the Truth of the Times: Le ſee that the Few, 
that were: firſt brought to receive the Goſpel, did ſtick to many of the old Ce 
-- remonies, and which by Chriſt his coming and Reſutrection, were indeed 
really abrogated ; ſuch as Circumciſion, and ſeveral Waſhings, and Meats: 
How tenderly the Apoſtle dealeth himſelf with them, and how careful he is} 
to have others carry fair to them; but look again, where he peaks of the 
ſame things, at other Times, and to other Perſons, as to the Corinthians, and 
' Galatians, what Severity doth he uſe? Now, the Reaſon is, theſe to whom he 
uſed Severity, were a People that had received much Light, that had caſten 
off theſe Ceremonies; and therefore to take them up again, was very intolle. 
rable in them but theſe to whom he is ſo fayourable, were Perſons, that ne- 
ver had caſten them dff, but were all their days bred with them, and never 


r 


by, 
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knew fo clearly their chriſtian Liberty: And therefore tho I have Aboun- c ha 
dance of Charity, to the Godly Biſhops in the primitive Times, and to many d the 
Biſhops living in other Places, and 1 great length with them, in eix Ide 
ref the LORD had not cleared that Matter; yet here in Scotland, we e Prela 
cannot ſo much, as part with a Hoof in that Matter; But to fand to the e 
Liberty; wherewith Ghri#t hat h mad us free, and not be again entangled, with lax 
the Toke of Bondage. | þ oF ticior 
71%. And laſtly conſider, That theſe things, wherein the Servants of GOD A ppoſe i 
did ew ſo much Seal, and the LORD was ſo ſevere againſt, were in them edi 


ſelves, and as they did appear to humane Reaſon, but of ſmall Moment © V hat 
was the great;Quarrel all alongſt from Fer#hboam's Time, till the Captivity, 
but the Place of worſhip ? whit a fmall thing did Daniel chooſe ſuffering for! 
Not 4 Hoof ;quoth Adeſes: Hew did the Apoſtles contend againſt Circumei. 
ſion, againſt the Obſervation of Days, and might not the People ſay, as ye do Wi 
nn does Moſes, and the Prophets, and ApoRles make ſuch a Stir about . 
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| : | | 
wall « Matter ? we wor ip 110 FR. GOP; and have the Subſtance of Reli. 
9 „ ſow there be a Fire raiſed in the Ghpechs for the 2 of 
"Place of Werſhip? And do ye nut ay the ſame many of you, W hat a | "ork : 
here for «Government: wha: great Pure! it, whether the Goperwment be. 
exbyt eral or Epiſcopal, if Tlive a good iLife ? I hepe it will not he aikad at 
at the day of Judgment, Whether was | Presbyterian, or Epiſcopal? W# 
Ye the true Religion, ani the ſound Doſtrine preached , and why ſhould Filth 
Il contentions, 4 to rive fer Grcuuiſt ances? Well Sirs, look ye on it, 
ye will, the LORD looks on it otherwiſe; and know it, however ye 
ink, It {bal not be asked, what Judgewent ye were off, and what Party ye 
bK by the Hand: -Know-ity thou art, and 'ſhalt be deceived: Many( I”. 
eſtion not) never dreamed, that ever they ſhould be queſtioned anent 
t Place they worſhiped at, ſo they worſhiped the true GOD, with a ſin- 
re Heart,and good Mind.; for that was, ſo ſmall a matter, that they did not 
ak it fit to diſobey Authority, or ſeparate from the Church, or expoſe 
>mſelves to ſuffering for. | 0 3 3 
Obſerve. 2. That rhe Sin of Idol arry, or corrupting of GOD's Worſhip, u 
ygreat Sin in the Sight of GOD, and one of the greateZF Sins, that a People 
; be guilty of, however ſmall the Matter may ſecm to ſome, And this ap- 
rs , Arſt, by the Names it gets in Scripture : It's called Whoredom, Idola- 
or Adultery; ye (ee, it's here called M horedom and Adultery : Now ye 
ow che ſin of Adultery is a very odious Sin. But why is the Corruption of 
orſhip called by the Nzme of Aaultery, or Whoredem'in the Scripture „o 
quently, as in Jerem. Exel. and in this Prophecy? The Reaſon | conceive. 
this, that as Adultery doth alienate the Mind of the Adultereſs from her 
band, ſo doth the Corruption of the Worſhip alienate the Mind, very 
never il angely from GOD «call'd therefore a.departing from Him: O what Apo- 
boun. ey hath followed this Idol of Prelacy ! and what Diſtance om GOD? 
many Wil d then again, in regard of the feryent luſting, that the Idolaters have to 
m, in Meir Idols, as the Adulterer hath after the Adultereſs: O how zealous are _ 
4, 1e relates, and Perſecuters for Submiſſion to them! what Severity againſt_.. 
2% - cenſormiſti what Puniſhments for a Ceremony, that are of all Men. 
1, with lax and looſe, as to other Things, whole zeal only appears in their u- 
dition and hence, to be mad, and infloned with their Idols. Laftly..1. 
' GOD p ppoſe it's called Whoredom and Adultery, in reſpect, that as Adultery. is. 
en., directeſt Breach of the Marriage, Covenant; ſo when, Men corrupt the E 
VVhat ſorſhip, of GOD, they in this caſt off GOD as their Husband, and make. 
tivity , Meir Hearts, or Men, or the Y Vills of Men their God: Hence, Put away . 
ie for? AdwiteriesFrem-between thy Breafts, or elſe I will be ne Huahand to | 
cumci. . This RebeBion. is likewile called Witchcraft, in reſpect of the ſtrong 
ye do q wonderful ſectet Diſtraction of the Soul: Is it not Matter of aſtogiſhing, | 
» beet Vonder, that thele, who follow Prelacy, the formerly known to be devotęg 
| en and ſober, how are they bewirched with it, to break out ſo univerſally, .. 
togroſsevils? It's ſaid Baglom uſed = Enchantments; do ye think tbeſe 
boys al | were 
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at ne- 
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were che Gharms the Devil uſed hlm with or taught him t it is not xe tee: 
would ſeek GOD in theſe; it's his ſuperſtitious Way of nn. and en. 
quiring {z 


of GOD; in his own ceremonious mays ſometimes {n this Place, and 
t 
fi 


ſorgotiraes in the other, and his Maltitude of Altars, and Conceits ; however 
- theſe Names given to it ſhowes, It wis a great lin, * 6 | 
4. A ſecond thing, that demonſtrates the exceeding great ſinfulneſi of Ido · 
latry, is the fad and woful Concomitants and Conſequepti of t; ſor we never 
ſee the Y Vorſhip of GO corruptedn' a Place, but all manner of. VVieked- 
nefs breaks in with it. Thir idolatrous Fews-did pat on\Yeptro pt the VVor- 
ſhip, but did break out into Murders, Lying, Ignorance, Oppreſljon and 
many other Sins; and look but to our ſelves, no ſooner - was Prelacy 
ſet up, ind the Government corrupted, but as if the Bottomleſs Pit had 
been 


deen immediatly opened, out did there flaw ſuch 2 Flood of Prophanity, and 
Vapodlineſs with it, throw-the while Land, and it- was ever ſo; Uggodli- 
' neſs and Prophanity follow Prelacy, as the Shadow doth the Body., R 
39 The {ad Judgments and outward Evils, that this Sin did bring on, 
do ab6undantly manifeſt the ſinfulneſs of it: Ye fee how it is threatned here, iſ 
That unleſs ſhe would put her Adulteries from. between her Breafts, that he 
would be no Husband to her, that he would ftrip her naked,and /lay her Child- 
ren arid nd more acknowledge them, a hi, Children, but as.fo many Baſtards, i 
Children of Whiredom. | fear all the Bairns, that are baptized by the Curats, 
GOD reckons them, as Children of VVhoredom ; we (ee ſome of the lad Ef- 
fects of our Idolatry already; but when the Sword, Famine or Paſtilence will 
rage in this Land, then ſhall yeTay, Wo to Idols, Wo is me that ever Theard': 
a Curate. 3 | ee 
Fourthly; The Evil of [t appears in this, that the. Lord doth ſo much eon- 
cern himſeifin it, in witneſling againſt it, was not this the great quarrel” | 
that the Lord did plead uginterruptedly, for ſome hundreds of Years againſt -_ 
his people, the fligh Places? And is not this the Capital fin that he moſt 
crys out againſt, even where there were other fins? And haye not the La- 
bours, Lives, and Fortunes, of many of his precious People been war'd' to 
deſtroy this Prelacy? And did all theſe Worthies fight, and labour, and 
Die for nothing? Was the Lord only taken up with a Notion, theſe four- 
ſcore Years by gone © There are ſame Folk looks on. theſe things, as Mat- 
ters of fo ſmall concernment, that they think God, and all hisgracious Ser: . 
vants Fools, that ever did make ſuch a work, about it, as they have done, 
but wiſdom is juſtified of her Children = an 
Queſtion, But What makes it ſo great an evil! 1 anſwer, becauſe yhen 
the Worſnip of GOD is corrupted, the Authority of GOD himſelf is caſt off, . 
when we mix our ' own Invenſjons in the Warſhip of GOD, or obtrude 
them upon others, its a making of our ſelves GOD, and Invaging the Roy-., 
al Prerogative of HRIST, whoſe it is only to preſeribe Laws: to his Church” a 
and thefe is but one Law-giver,-this is clear, 1 Sam. 12. When the People 
were wearied with that Form of Civil Policy, GOD, tor many Years had 
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res, and which he judged ſuitable for them, and deſired a King after 
be mannec of the Nations, the Lord tells Samuel be not thou troubled, be- 
cauſe that thou, or thy Fons gre caſten off, they have not caſten thee off, 
| but me laith the Lord : why o becauſe they were weary of that Goyepn- 
* ent; he had e d*eut for them, and weuld be their even .Carvers, and 
thus reſected- D: and if in Civil Government the Lord takes it ill, that 
Ws. Governndvnt is rejected, ſhall he not much more, who is King of his 
 Chorch, - take it ill, and count himſelf rejected if his Laws be diſpenſed with, 
ad that Government which in this Word he hath ſettled, and carved out, 
| moſt convenient to his Church, be rejected, and another of Man's In- 
ention, be ſet up in its ſtead? What a great Invaſion of the Royal Pre- 
WS opative and breach of the Previleges of Parliaments is it, if the People, 
r inferiour Sherriffs or Judges, ſnaff rule their Shires, by other Laws, and 
WCutoms;thanthe. Laws of the-Kingdom already Eſtabliſhed £ Chriſts Crown 
ill be found teo heavy (as one ſaich well) for any Mortal Man to wear. 
Uſe, See hence what cauſe there is of deep humilation, for this fin of 
dolatry, for changing Chriſt's Sovernment, and ſetting another Form 
ad other-Officers, whom Chriſt hath not appointed in his Houſe, an 
aſting out theſe Servants, to whom Chriſt Entruſted the Keys of his Houſe: 
Hear iis, ye that willingly follow the Commandment, that bow the knee 
Wo 8Boal; by your Compliance, and heating of the Idol Shepherds, re- 
Wnember your Sin, is the fin of Idolatry, and this is as Witchcraft, ye have 
aſten off the Laws of Chriſt, and ye are as guilty in the fight of GOD, 
theſe who did worſhip at Dan, and Bethel, let us bear. your Objectiqns. 
Odject. 1: The moft ye can ſay is, That the Government 'u corrupted, this 
+ Sys nothing to the Worſhip; its extrinfick to it. | anſwer Feroboam's | ola- 
65, was not col in that he * INNs the Calves, but in that beſet other 
Bovernort and Miniſters, and Prieſts to miniſter and to offer ſacrifice, than 
he: LORD appointed, and ſo now, other Officers are ſet up, Which the 
ORD hath not approven-: GO never allowed a lordly-Prelate, as Olf 
er in his Church, nor a perjured ſcandalous Perſon to de 2 Minifter, 
Serond iu. It the Government of the Church be corrupted, the VVorſhip of 
| OD cannot be pure, but likewiſe corrupted; for where there is an un- 
as tul Government, there the Governors are unlawful. and if the Gover- 
ors be unlawful, there the Acts of preaching, which iſſue from them, and 
n which Op COD, muſt likewile be unlawful and. corrupted; 
; — pure Ae requires, that one in -lawful Authority diſpence it, an 
officiate in SL | | | | 
- HS Third, It's indifferent whether it be the VVorſhip, or Government 
n chat is corrupted: I fay the Laws of CHRIST are violated, the Command 
of GOD reaches-to Government, as well as to VVorſhip, and who ſhall 
change or add tothe one, inyades n Chriſt, as well as he, 
who ſhall add to, or change the other: The C Chriſt's Church 


vernment of 1 
is that; which concerns the Service * and we make Idals in 9 
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nnn in VVorſhip: It's impeffible to have pure' WMWorſtüp 
e erte Ooretnument z, and. unlawfel. Miniſters: caniot Peach 
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1 it gil draw ſo deep ac Idolatryr er ſewer, or di vide m the. Ch fa 

| 1 . n oy it: . b; calld' Girrapteri = - 
, Fe Worfp, aud Welaters, and gi as theſe, who morſpipped t he:Gabve) nd 
Dan hel; if we but hear 4 Curate . Yes ax 1740 —_ 


J . No Sig is litile, and nothing where in GOD's Honour is concern 
+ {houſd de thought ſmkll, the leaſt For of · vhich is of more - Value,c:thalf 
es and Etth,. Alatt h. 5. 18. Every (in is infinite in regard of its Oi 
the Jeaſt fin is more than the greateſt-Sufferin 22 | 
_ © "Secondly, GOD hath ſtood much upon ima Matters: Ye ſay; Its. but i 
Small Matter, what Sovernment be in the Church; and was it not:a: ſmell: 
Mitter, Where the V:Vorfbip of GOD ſhould be performed, might not ſui 
A workhipped at Dan and Bethel, ſay. tothe Prophets and People, that did 
o whemently condemn that Matter, Wby and ye upon ſo ſmall. a Matter i 
i we H the ſame GOD, hall the circumitance of the; PI 
malt ſuch'a Kir: VVhen Adoſes (aid: to Pharaoh, Mot a: Hoof, might 60 
the reſt of the People ſaid, Adoſes, ye are too ſtrick, the King offers à ven 
2 75 Birgsin, we and out VVives, and our Children, and ſame of aur N 
_—Rance''may go away, and for a whine Kine, or Ozen, or-Horles better. 0 
td ſtand dm that, chat endangers the whole Body ofethe People of G00 
id gtrendith cruel Slavery? And therefore tho theſe things appear; imall if 
you, yet we ſee, Ood looks not ſo upon them. c Nes; = 
-  '2Thiedir, "Tho" the Sin of Prelacy might be thought ſmall: in it ſe 00 
Uttie Regard in ſome places, and at iome Times, yet not ſu now pant 1c 
"Prelacy; avit is circbtaſtzaced, ade ic fiad it no ſmull ching 30 Preise 
ir no cleanly diſeovered to be Sin, it's 2 fic again Ia ght 3 ad therefor 
tho lit were littie, yet being againſt Light, this makes it great: Freise 
duc the Cutates ate ho²]òꝗ generally diſo ed bycall the Godly! in the: band 
the LORD hath ſo far appeared againſt Prelacy, that ſiace beer fmall! 
Hitch been, hat for whith Afichael and his Angels have 1foughten, agi % 
en eee Eis againſt which the LOR D's. People base war did ef 
und Apent their Nmef Lobours, Eſtates and, many thouſunde of chair Lw. e, 
ros get this Pant rooted out; and after all. this, is. it ſo imull a Matter :to com 
with ? and hath not the LORD, fo dreadfully witneſſod a gainſt4bi 
1 Fe xt 5 adhere to n that they carty the · Ark d 
Hen pon them; a few' yer perſecuting, deuote, painted Tumbsenoe 5 
| 1 Rafe! Nr 7 ———ů— i 
doctlon to gtester Matter, if; Man be tollerated ta ſet apa | 
-GOD Howl ile, of his own Invention, zand pair and add, to the 
where. Alf heft, det this mall Lead be, and. 
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Odſect. 3. Or ye will ay; The Reaſon why the LORD was ſo vfendid wit ht he 
7 Places, wit, becav/e the Place of Worſhip was clearly, and particularly. 
Uerermintd of GOD in his Word, it mat a plain Caſe; not{o the Mater of G- 
ment. which i more guiſguous toſome. © N 

Let the Godly do generally na ways doubt of it; yea, we may fay, 
Wand can prove it, That the Government of CHRIST”: Church is as particu- 
Warly determined in the VVord of GOD, as the Place of worſhip was under 
the Old Teſtament :- If this ſeem ſtrange to you, know further, That theſe 
l. ho joyned' in the Service of Baal, and went to Dan and Bethel to worſhip, 
id ar much at that Time queltion, whether the Place of Worſhip was de- 

WS: mined, 25 ye do the Government, whether it be determined; and neither 
rieſts nor People would ever acknowtedge; that in going to Dan and Bethel 
eo wor ſhip, they did tranſgreſs any. expreſi Command: It's true the Prophets 
nd Faithful of the Land were fully and truly perſwaded of the contrary, and 
id Ground for fo doing likeways ; and ſo are the LORD's People ( (ome of 
which, yet hear the Curates ) perſwaded of the unlawfulnes of Prelacy, and, 
have as rr. Grounds for it,-as others had of Old. Te fay ſtill, That of the- 
ice of Wor ſhip was clear, and ye wonder hom any could be in the Dark as to- 
that :. And we wonder as much, how ye can be in the Dark-as to the Go. 

erament ;.ſo that the Caſe is (tilt the 2 and were you living at that 
ST ime , when the Worſhip was corrupted, ye would then as much have de- 
cd, for the Indifference of the Place of Worſhip, as ye can do, for the Ia: 
—d:fcrence of the Government. | | | 
Odject. 4. We cannot think'it ſo dangerous Buſineſs, à you ſay; breauſe”- 
=: were many very prows:Men, that were Biſhops, and if it were ſuch an? 
il, Frb:ink ſuch pious and holy Men would never have accepted-the Charge. - 
-Lanfwer, Ir doth not follow: I grant indeed there were many pious and» 
godly Men; who were Biſhops, but that was in the Times of [gnorance :- There 
were many pious and godly Perſons; that married two Wives that were Con - 
cubines; it will not follow therefore, That now: to have many Wives, is a: 
ſmall thing: There were Diſciples, that heard not ſo much 4s: of the Holy 

hoft, and were baptized; will ye call ſuch lgnorants Diſciptes now? Paul 
did eſteem that ſuch among the Raman, and proſelyted Fews, who were 
weak, and obſerved Days, and were circumeiſed, were to be born with, and 
not to be cenſuted, ſeing they did it unto the LORD : Did he therefore coa · 
tradict himſelf, or judge it a (mall Thing in the Gatetians and Corinthians, . 
when he ſaid to them, that obſerved Day and years, 1: fear my Travel ts in: 
vain ? What may be tolerable, and conſiftent with Grace in ſome Perſonas, . 
und at ſome Times, may be very inconſiſtent with it in other Perfons, andat 
another Time. 95 | | 
Odject. 5. But all the Curates are not ſo_wicked, a ye call them, ſome of 
#hem are very ſober , and given to no Vice, and are peinful and able, and wel 
7 and hall we not hear them? | atifwer, tho” I cannot grant this, bu t- 
very few of them, yet what follows ; I queſtion not, but ſome of _ 1 
fiel g. 
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Prieſts were more devote than others, N. of the Phariſees, which perſecuted 
Chriſt ,: ſame were more devote than others, in ſo much that they wers. not 
far from tht Kingdom of GOD; and this day among the Papiſts, tho general. 
ly their'Munks be ignorant, proud, carnal'and uaclean, and more taken 
with State Matters, than their Books; yet are there lome, who are very 
learned and devote, take much Pains in their own way - It's wonderful, 
+ where it is ſaid in ſome Chapter in Act That certain devot: Women perſecut: 
ed Paul: How were they devote, when they were ſuch Perſecuters ? They 
had amoral-outward Devotion, in their own way; and tho ſome of the Cu- 
rates be more ſober than others, and:as touching the Law» blameleſs;, what 
«doth that prove, and what tho' there were no more to object againſt them, 
but this, their Tdolatry, their. Per jury, their dividing fromthe People of GOD, 
were not this enough? £ | 3 | | 
Objection 6th, But the Curat . Preach good und ſound Boctrine, and there: 
fore we mas hear them. | anſwer, 1.queltion not, but the Prieſts, and Pro: 
phets of Dan and Bethel and of: Baal, and the Scribes, and Phariſees, were 
Rx in every Truth except in theſe which were Debated in the Times; 
in all Ages they taught en D, who was to be loved and Honoured, tho 
they groſly erred, as to theſe Truths which at that ime ſell under De: 
” bite: The Curates are ſound in every Point, except à8 to the Point of 
Church Government, the Obligation of the Covenant: Look therefore, ax 
it was not Lawful to countenance the Prieſts of Dan and Bethel, nor the! 
Scribes and Phariſees, tho“ they preached ſound Doctrine, as to many 
Points of Religion, ſo no more the Carates; the Controverted Truths of i 
r ũ ‚Aꝙn T: n 
Objection · th: We are but piſſi ven tho this charge againſt the Cura 
were all proven, yet it concerns i nothing : Wie acknowledge them 80 | 
_ guilty, who ſet them up. Anſwer, Look as Jercboam,' Who let up the Cal- 
ves at Bethel, was not. only guilty, but all theſe Who worſhipped, in that 
prohibited place of worſhip; So not only are our Rulers guilty, but all 
who willingly follow the . Commandment, and comply by Subjection, to 
the commands of theſe ho ſet up aniunlawful worſhip, . . 
Objection Sth. But phat ſhall we do, we can hear no others, 2 we ftny 
at Home on the Sabbath days: I anſwer, Firſt Better ſpend: the Time fo, 
as the Lord will velp you, than to go to an Idelatrous corrupted worſhi 
and therebyEſtabliſh Prelacy. -Secondly,*GOD hath not lefc himſelf With- 
ont a Witnels in this, few places of the Land but, by expoſing your ſelves 
to Suffering, and Walking, or Riding a few Miles, ye may have the Oc- 
caſion of hearing an.Honeit Miniſter. Thirdly, Might not the [dolatrous f 
*Fews ſay the ſame_things in Jeroboam s Time, if we go not to Das and Ferea! 
Bethel, there is no other place of wotſhip that we cin 60 to without Hal Gu G? 
,.zard, and therefore better Sacrifice here, tho not in, all things as we would , =, 
. deſire, than to want Sacrifice-ultogether, or be deſtroyed by Authority; "the D 
This will not do: Do rather as the Faithful at that Time, that Ha 
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E | Erg.). | | 
zard yentured to go to Fefuſalem, where the true Worſhip was ſettled. 
Uſe ſecond, May deres ” indicate the practices of GOD People in 
eie Lands, who will not hear the Curates, that ſeem Nice, and too ſtrict 
this Point, Oh they dare ner, they look 4 it i, &c. Indeed 3 
to the going t2Brthe/ Nia, they look upon going to Church,as no le 
an the worſhipping of the Calves,theſe Matters which ye ay.ye would not 
>the Streſs of your Suffering upon, are greater Matters than ye ſuppoſe, 
Odbferve : 340% Ite the Duty of the Lords People who have obtained Mercy 
God, to be faithful and ſtraight, to plead with the B of the Apoſtate - 
urch in which: they are, plead with your Mother plead, that is, Strive - 
h her, to take her ſrom her corrupt courſes. Queſtion, By what means © 
Id we plead% Anſwer, By ſhewing, and convincing her of the evil * 
der ways, both publickly and privately, to demonſtrate to her, her ftn- 
courſes, Ezrk. 20% 2. Shew-the Houfe of © Iſrael her 2 9 
ght de had, there ſhould be a publick Teſtimony for this effect, but ik 
cannot be had, let every faithful Society do ſomething in order to this, 
ny know not the ſinſulneis of their courſes, or the great evil in them, 
it be your work to convince ſuch, , By exhorting of her, that is 
Swaſion, preſſing our Neighbours and theſe whom we may have Occaſi - 
„to Converſe with; not to go alongs with the coarfes of the Times, 
in Time to come out of Babylon. 34ly,, By Dznuncing of the Wrath 
GOD againſt the courſes of the Times, not only by convincing them of-- 
ir ſinfulneſs, but alſo of their evil. 4#hly, By a contrary Practice, and 
bdrawing from all that follow the courſe of CE this is a plead- 
+ its folly to talk and reaſon with Men, it the wonted Fellowſhip be con- 
ed. Ile give you three or four Rules in your pleading. | 
i be conſtant in your pleading, let not one Teſtimony, one Exhorta- 
n. ſatisfie you, but continue with much long ſuffering till ye fee nothing 
11 do, but withdrawing, and upgiving. Eg *s | 
aro Plead with Love, and eſpecially remembering ſhe is your Mo- 
r, and that theſe whom ye plead with, are Members of the ſame Body, 
wever they be corrupt, 2 Timothy 2. 25. In nicelneſi, inſtructing them 
t oppoſe themſelves. WS > : 3 
hirdly, Plead plainly and freely, ſo as they may know what ye would 
at, let not the Trumpet give. an uncertain ſound, but declure to the Houſe 
Jacob their T ranſereſſions. 8 | IT» 
Fourthly, Plead practically, plead indeed, as well as in word, let your _ 
yerfation, keeping a diſtance with all that is corrupted, be a living Teſti-< 
Dny againſt the Times Corruptions. | 
Queſtion, Why ſhould we plead with our Mother in a Time of Deſection. 
nſwer, Firſt, for the end = poſſible ) to get ſome drawn out of the Snare 
the Devil, and the faithful* endeavours of God's People, are not always 
vain as to this, this is the End of pleading here, that ſhe may put a- n- 
Adulteries, from between her BreaF+:, and ſo let us naw _ — — 
Apoſtate 
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Apoſtate Church, Guides and othertg, it may be, ſome may be gained, 24% 
+ To Glorie GOD, and keep og the. remenbrence of his Truth if cn 

no good ta others , Vet we ſhall A for the Lord, and k 
membrance of his Name, and Ttuths up, Pſa. 4. 17. 340%, We :thouldi 
lead for this Cauſe to make Obſtinate Folk inexcuſeable, in the Day ol 
Wawent, and this our Warnings will do, if they do no more: They might: 
aye. ſaid indeed, lace! Lord werknew.no better, we never heard toll of the. 
_ fin of hearing the Curat es, me were left in darkneſs. No ſaith the Lord. I gave 
„on Light, it was not want of Light, I teſt ed plainly againſt all thefe courſes, 
And therefore it was your Love to the World, and your Obftinacy, ye would nat 
recei vs Inſtruct ion, and therefore depart. Oa Sixs, J tel} you, Miniſters 

Ahall be yor.greateſtPlagues, and ye (hall curſc the day, ye heard an honeft 

Miniſter, -44atth. 11. 24. | | 

.Uſe M. of Reproof to ſuch as will not plead at all in this day of Defe&tis 
on, and there are five ſeveral foris of them. Fut, Such as in their. Judges 
ment condemn this way of it, that think what have private Per ns, to 

1 udge of the Actions ef the Church, that ſay lle not medle with theſe things 

will refer them to GOD. if I be wrong, for 1 am no Judge of theſe things 

Yet here beloved, plead with your Mother Ammi, and Rubamsh, they are 

deſired to,plead with their Mother, and that without any. breach of their 

Mothers Privileges: :Its true, they ſhould not afſume to themſelves, who 

are private Perſons, a-judicial power over their Mother, but a Charitative 

Judgement they may. 24ly, Such as go along with their Mother, in all 
her ſinſul Courſes what ever their Judgement thinks. 34ly, Some fatishe 
themſelves with their Opinions againſt the Corruptions of the Church, and 
go not to Church, yet teſtifie not againſt them, they are paſlive, not activa, 
they neither go alongs, nor yet reſiſt, nor plead. 4thly, Such as plead at 
leaſt in [Diſcourſe againſt their Mother for all her (ins, ſave that which ſhe 
is, moſt guilty of, and for which we ovght moſt to plead with her, ber 

Adulteries- Ye will get many who will regrate the abundance of Profanis. 

ty that hath broken in, the decay of Zzal, and the want of GOD's Prep 

ſence (there is no hazard that this pleading expoſes Folk unto but neyer: 

a word againſt the Idol of Prelacy, corrupting of the Worſbjp, &s, 5ly 

Such that Joyn not in Worſhip, and yet goes alongs with them. in other 

things, I will get you many, who never heard a Curate, that keep Fel- 

lowſhip with Curates, and Apoſtates, Eat, and Qriok needleſſy with them, 
are conformed in their Converſation to them; this is not right. pleading. 
Dſe. 24, See then, what is one great and peculiar Duty of the Times, even 
for the faithful, to plead with their Mot her, to hald out the Sin-and-evil of the 
preſent Apoſtacy ; eſpecially Compliance with Prelacy, and the |dolatry.of 
the Warkdp, 5 al Perſons, and when we have Occaſion 3; this ought tobe 

Our genera OrK; | 

Ober. 4th. The Sin of Idolatry, and Currupt ion, as tothe Worfip-of GOD; 
- is a Forerunner to, and brings on great Fudgments, and. ſore Evils upon that 
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1 nd: any 
And how tothut Difconrſe at this irhe;1. Jog haven the 108 
Feop le foley y.this Point more to ts than they Jo, and Eſpecially ly e 
"heat the Quratez; I have fix ſad Foy $0. fiy to duc 940 Lend 
1. Vor ſin, tüs ſome ek you excale It, aud ſome of 5 umince It; al 
it were a (mall fin; it is a 21 $ Sin, * leſs than entry in” the Fig 
Ob, and ye ſhall be e who break Wedlock,-the Drank 
"the unclean Perſon, w apts, better-ſhall.fare better hang, 
2 Te will ſtick to your Sin, your ſin is not only grievous, but it is Reil 
und Id binds ind chaigs Jou, 4 that it Cannot leave it, let us never” 10 * 
abe hh only prejadge yout fave but Fe reſets 
our Sin not only pre es v t V 
2d publickly diſhonour him. G5, on 6 
4. Le give a ſad Diſcovery and Suſpition of all your: Profeliton; 1 
>want or Grace. Beloved, I do 1 a5, all that bile from the Cel 
true Grace; but. this 1 Hy, Thefe who. go, and bow the Knee to Baak | 
c rover they Want Grace3 aid that Strai 8 as to the Truths of the Ti n 
is one of tire beſk;outivard Evidences of Election; e Re Rom," IH 7 
© proves, that there was an Elect Seed in EMHaḦ Ti thi 
were fo leſsThan Seven Thouſand, that bowed not the Knee to Baul. od = 
„J. Tho” ye diſowmn profane Folks, and the o 1 perſecuters, and 
be counted 2 the People of GOD; yer becauſe ye folloꝶ r your | 
rocked way "will lead you. forth with tht ebe Debuached pL 5 
3 Ds | 
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ſhall! not rehbier whta Fort xejeic G eee d 
or 15 when the LORD turns e the Captivity of his P 

+ ever” ye © ſiptrifre before, ye ſhall never bear 1 bulk again, as. pode 
1 . Te hal il lift up oor 14s Heads among the Cedars, hunt ah 
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